2013 Winter Convention
Ground Mound, WA

RESOLUTION #13 - 03

“RECOMMENDATION THAT CDC ADMINISTRATOR RESCIND THE
CDC TRIBAL CONSULTATION PoLIcY ADOPTED ON JANUARY 8, 2013
AND SEND THE PROPOSED PoLICY oUuT FOR TRIBAL CONSULTATION?”

PREAMBLE

We the members of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians of the United States,
invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve
for ourselves and our descendants rights secured under Indian Treaties, Executive Orders, and
benefits to which we are entitled under the laws and constitution of the United States and several
states, to enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve
Indian cultural values, and otherwise to promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) are representatives of
and advocates for national, regional, and specific tribal concerns; and

WHEREAS, ATNI is a regional organization comprised of American Indians/Alaska
Natives and tribes in the states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, Northern
California, and Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment
opportunity, and preservation of cultural and natural resources are primary goals and objectives
of the ATNI; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) adopted a Tribal Consultation Policy under the
guidance of the HHS Tribal Consultation Policy on October 15, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the CDC/ATSDR Tribal Consultation Policy is to establish a
meaningful consultation and collaborative process with Tribal governments and their
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representatives to meet with CDC on a government-to-government basis before any policy action
is undertaken that will have a significant effect on Indian Tribes; and

WHEREAS, the Obama Administration has committed to regular and meaningful
consultation and collaboration with tribal officials in policy decisions that have tribal
implications and issued a Whitehouse Memorandum, “Guidance for Implementing E.O. 13175,
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments” to all Executive Agencies; and

WHEREAS, the CDC Tribal Consultation Policy establishes the CDC Tribal
Consultation Advisory Committee (TCAC) to “...provide a complementary venue wherein tribal
representatives and CDC staff will exchange information about public health issues in Indian
country...” and later describes that the ... TCAC will support, and not supplant, any other
government-to-government consultation activities that CDC undertakes...”; and

WHEREAS, CDC recently adopted a revised Tribal Consultation Policy despite the fact
that the members of the TCAC had recommended to CDC that the revised Tribal Consultation
Policy not be adopted by the CDC Administrator and that the proposed Policy should be sent out
for Tribal Consultation in order to obtain Tribal leader comments and recommendations on the
proposed changes; and

WHEREAS, this action was recommended pursuant to the pending CDC Tribal
Consultation Policy and the HHS Tribal Consultation Policy and is consistent with past
Department and Agency practice prior to finalizing and adopting revisions to tribal consultation
policies (see HHS, IHS, CMS, SAMHSA, etc.); and

WHEREAS, that it is the position of Northwest Tribes that CDC is out of compliance
with its Tribal Consultation Policy and the HHS Tribal Consultation Policy and that the revised
CDC Tribal Consultation Policy effective, January 8, 2013, should be rescinded until a formal
Tribal Consultation process can be followed that will allow for broader Tribal leader input on the
proposed changes to the Policy; and

WHEREAS, the input and recommendations developed by the CDC-TCAC should not
ever supplant any government-to-government consultation activities that CDC is responsible to
undertake under Executive Order 13175, the HHS Tribal Consultation Policy and most
importantly, pursuant to its own CDC Tribal Consultation Policy; and

WHEREAS, the proposed changes to such an important document as the CDC Tribal
Consultation Policy must be vetted among all federally-recognized Tribes and respectful of the
United States government-to-government relationship with Tribal governments; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ATNI respectfully requests the CDC
Administrator to suspend operation of the January 8, 2013 CDC Tribal Consultation Policy and
restore operation of the previous CDC Tribal Consultation Policy established October 15, 2005,
which was developed in partnership and with the opportunity for input from all federally-
recognized Tribes in the United States.
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CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2013 Winter Convention of the Affiliated
Tribes of Northwest Indians, held at Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, Washington, on January
28 — 31, 2013 with a quorum present.

Fawn Sharp, President Norma Jean Louie, Secretary
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