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RESOLUTION #11 - 49 
 

“H.R. 2445 OPPOSITION TO THE FUNDING FLEXIBILITY ACT”  
 

PREAMBLE 

 

We the members of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians of the United States, invoking the 

divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves 

and our descendants rights secured under Indian Treaties, Executive Orders, and benefits to 

which we are entitled under the laws and constitution of the United States and several states, to 

enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian 

cultural values, and otherwise to promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish 

and submit the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) are representatives of 

and advocates for national, regional, and specific tribal concerns; and 

 

WHEREAS, ATNI is a regional organization comprised of American Indians/Alaska 

Natives and tribes in the states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, Northern 

California, and Alaska; and 

 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment 

opportunity, and preservation of cultural and natural resources are primary goals and objectives 

of the ATNI; and 

 

WHEREAS, ATNI supports education efforts that increase the opportunity for Indian 

students, families, tribes, and communities to improve their lives economically, academically, 

socially, and culturally; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States has a federal trust responsibility to educate Native 

Americans through the provision of funding, programs, and other assistance; and 
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WHEREAS, H.R. 2445 Funding Flexibility Act enables states to receive funds based on 

certain populations and formulas and then spend it freely on anything they choose, with no 

requirement to ensure that the money reach the intended students, schools, and communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, at its core, is a bill that sets 

out to ensure that underrepresented communities have an equal chance to succeed and to 

circumvent the intent of the various titles is in direct opposition with the reality of why such laws 

are still necessary; and 

 

WHEREAS, funds that are accepted on behalf of Native students should be used to serve 

Native students and not diverted to other sources, which would result in a decrease of desperately 

needed funds that Native American students are owed; and 

 

WHEREAS, giving states full autonomy to spend education funds on anything they 

desire, with no responsibility and accountability to serve Native Americans, has historically been 

a dangerous practice and opens the possibility of states not fulfilling their obligation to fund 

Native programs, which would directly go against the trust responsibility that the federal 

government has to educate Native Americans; and 

 

WHEREAS, H.R. 2445 potentially abrogates the federal trust responsibility to Native 

Americans, potentially decreases desperately needed funding to Native Americans, potentially 

reduces governmental accountability to Native Americans, potentially is a step backwards for all 

the positive achievement gains in Indian education; now 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ATNI does hereby oppose the H.R. 2445 

Funding Flexibility Act, introduced by Representative John Kline from Minnesota. 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2011 Annual Conference of the Affiliated 

Tribes of Northwest Indians, held at the Tulalip Resort Casino in Tulalip, Washington, 

September 19-22, 2011 with a quorum present. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________  ______________________________ 

Fawn Sharp, President    Norma Jean Louie, Secretary 

 


