2010 Winter Conference
Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, WA

RESOLUTION #10 - 02

“TRIBAL INPUT FOR THE 2010 HANFORD
CLEAN-UP ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT”

PREAMBLE

We, the members of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians of the United
States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in
order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants rights secured under Indian
Treaties and benefits to which we are entitled under the laws and constitution of the
United States and several states, to enlighten the public toward a better
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and
otherwise promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit
the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) are
representatives of and advocates for national, regional, and specific tribal concerns;
and

WHEREAS, ATNI is a regional organization comprised of American Indians in
the states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, Northern California, and
Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment
opportunity, and preservation of cultural and natural resources are primary goals
and objectives of ATNI; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Hanford Nuclear Site,
located in southeastern Washington along the Columbia River, contains chemical and
radioactive waste that has contaminated our people and our water, air, and land; and
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WHEREAS, the health of the Columbia River and the salmon that spawn in the
Hanford Reach are critical to the Indian People; and

WHEREAS, ATNI Member Tribes have invested countless hours and resources
fighting to require a faster and more thorough cleanup of the Hanford Site while DOE has
disposed of radioactive waste in 149 underground single-shelled tanks, among other
places, and many tanks are leaking or have leaked radioactive waste which has in the past
and currently is contaminating the groundwater, soil, and plants, and is leaching into the
Columbia River; and

WHEREAS, DOE has released a Draft Tank Closure and Waste Management
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that proposes alternative options on how
thoroughly DOE will clean up the nuclear waste and whether to ship additional off-site
nuclear waste to Hanford; and

WHEREAS, there is a limited time for influencing DOE’s decision and sharing
our concerns by the deadline on March 19, 2010 when DOE’s decision will influence
Tribal resources throughout the Columbia River Basin; and

WHEREAS, DOE is currently making decisions that will guide the cleanup of
radioactive and chemical waste for the next fifty years that will affect human health, the
environment, and tribal resources for many generations; for example, DOE is deciding
whether to remove 90%, 99%, or 99.9% of the radioactive waste from 177 single-shell
storage tanks, 67 of which are known or suspected “leakers.” Radioactive waste is so
long-lived that DOE projects that in the year 5000, 1:1,000 people who use Hanford (e.g.
drink groundwater) will die of cancer if 90% of the tank waste is retrieved, and 1 in
100,000 will die of cancer if 99.9% of the tank waste is retrieved, therefore making
today’s decisions a very long-term impact; and

WHEREAS, DOE is also considering whether or not to clean up the
contaminated soil and groundwater beneath the tanks and as part of this EIS, DOE has
decided not to propose cleanup of large trenches that contain radioactive waste that DOE
dumped for decades; and

WHEREAS, DOE’s preferred alternative is to ship nuclear waste from across the
nation to Hanford once the Waste Treatment Plant is operational making Hanford the
nation’s nuclear waste dump which will increase the exposure and cancer risks of Native
Americans in the Pacific Northwest by transporting nuclear waste through Native
American reservations on trucks and trains increasing risk of exposure; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ATNI does hereby recommend that
Hanford not be the nation’s nuclear waste dump; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ATNI recommends that DOE should reject
any alternatives that propose shipping more waste to Hanford; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ATNI supports the principle of “cleanup
first;” and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, when making decisions, the risk of
exposure to Native Americans should be projected by the Tribes themselves, not DOE’s
exposure scenarios because Tribes are in the best position to judge the exposure of risk;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI demands the DOE choose the most
aggressive plan possible to contain and treat radioactive and chemical wastes at Hanford
with the goal of making the entire area safe for traditional uses; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI demands DOE should remove and
treat as much waste contained in the single-shelled tanks as possible with the goal of
reaching 99.9%; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI demands DOE should immediately
develop plans to clean up the million gallons of radioactive waste that has already leaked
from the storage tanks and completely treat all of the leaked waste and evaluate and treat
miles of unlined ditches and trenches containing nuclear waste that DOE currently has no
plans to clean up; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI demands DOE should ensure that
the Waste Treatment Plant create ultra-stable waste forms that are “good as glass,” and
DOE should reject all less stable treatment systems; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that ATNI demand DOE select cleanup plans
that protect the health of all people today and for future generations.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2010 Winter Conference of the
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians, held at the Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound,
Washington, February 8 - 11, 2010 with a quorum present.
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Brian Cladoosby, President’ Norma Jear"Louie, Secretary
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