2018 Annual Convention
Worley, Idaho
RESOLUTION #18 - 49
“FIRST FLAG OF AMERICA”
PREAMBLE
We, the members of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians of the United States, invoking the
divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and
our descendants rights secured under Indian Treaties, Executive Orders, and benefits to which we
are entitled under the laws and constitution of the United States and several states, to enlighten the
public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and
otherwise to promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the following
resolution:
WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) are representatives of and
advocates for national, regional, and specific tribal concerns; and
WHEREAS, ATNI is a regional organization comprised of American Indians/Alaska
Natives and tribes in the states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, Northern
California, and Alaska; and
WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment opportunity,
and preservation of cultural and natural resources are primary goals and objectives of the ATNI; and
WHEREAS, the Native American Eagle Staff is historically the First Flag of America and
represents the stature and honor of Native American Tribes; it resembles a shepherd's staff, usually
wrapped in animal skin and features Eagle Feathers; and
WHEREAS, pre-dating colonization, the Eagle Staff was the indicator of a tribe's
accomplishments in battle and peace and, the integrity and honor of its people; and
WHEREAS, today, it represents tribal communities, Native Americans and First Nations
organizations, or a member of an honor society, or an Native American Veteran; and
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WHEREAS, the Eagle Staff represents Tribal sovereignty, unity, spirituality, culture, and
traditions, which reflects the honor bestowed upon an individual, Tribal organization, or Tribal
Elder; and
WHEREAS, the Eagle Staff is typically carried by Native American Veterans of the United
States Armed Forces, who have served in greater numbers per capita than any other ethnicity across
all branches of the United States Military; and
WHEREAS, the Eagle Staff is a proud legacy of the Native American people; and it is the
embodiment of the warrior and of enduring fortitude which together have enabled the Native
American Tribes to survive federal, state, and local government legislation and policies intended to
terminate their race, culture, language, and traditions; and
WHEREAS, the Eagle Staff is adorned with Eagle Feathers symbolizing the remembrance
of both fallen and respected Warriors; and
WHEREAS, because Eagles and Eagle Feathers are highly revered and federally protected,
only a few federal agencies and Native Americans may carry Eagle Feathers as the Eagle Feather is
the highest award that can be given by a Native American Tribe to its Members; and
WHEREAS, the Eagle Staff is welcomed into all Native American and First Nations of
Canada with a flag song or victory song and is always presented ahead of all flags; and
WHEREAS, the Eagle is honored on the National Seal of the United States of America or,
standard that bears an Eagle as a symbol; now
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this resolution be presented to the United States
government, including the Department of Interior, all departments and branches of military affairs,
and the Department of Veteran Affairs; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI supports and approves requesting the United
States government and the President of the United States of America sign a Resolution making the
Native American Eagle Staff the First Flag of America and to respect the use and wearing of the
Eagle Feather or tribal clothing as a representation of our heritage/culture and allowed to be worn or
carried within any office of the United States government.

CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2018 Annual Convention of the Affiliated Tribes of
Northwest Indians, held at the Coeur D’Alene Casino Resort Hotel - Worley, Idaho, on September
17-20, 2018, with a quorum present.

______________________________
Leonard Forsman, President
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Norma Jean Louie, Secretary
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