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Summary of Events

2023 Northwest Tribal Clean Energy Summit

The 2023 Northwest Tribal Clean Energy Summit (Summit) convened Tribes to learn,
share information, and advance Tribal clean energy initiatives in the Pacific Northwest.
The Summit intended to engage tribal leaders, citizens, staff, youth, and collaborators in
conversation about navigating the cultural, economic, and social challenges of
implementing clean energy projects. Our goals included:

● Ensuring that Tribes have the information, support, capacity, and resources
necessary to plan for and implement Tribal Energy Projects;

● Increasing Tribal awareness of opportunities and challenges faced by other
Tribes in developing energy projects and when partnering with outside partners
for planning, policy development, and project implementation;

● Improving project success by empowering agencies and partners to engage and
consult with Tribes appropriately; and

● Assessing Tribal needs, interests, and priorities related to Energy sovereignty,
while providing listening opportunities for intertribal collaboration to move those
priorities forward.

There were a total of 398 registrants for one or both days of the Summit. The Summit
was held on June 14-15 and served as a place to host three additional events that
happened on June 13: a listening session for the Northwest Climate Resilience
Collaborative: Tribal Coastal Resilience Portfolio, the Tribal Relation in the Energy
Summit Workshop (Workshop), and Strategies for Tribal Leaders on Successful Clean
Energy Projects roundtable.

The Summit activities included an evening networking reception on June 13 that was
open to all registrants.

On June 14, the Summit was kicked off by the hosting Tulalip Tribes, which welcomed
us with a posting of the Colors, a welcome song, and a greeting by Chairwoman Gobin.
Next, a greeting was given by the Summit planning team before a recorded greeting by
Washington State Governor, Jay Inslee. The tribal welcome was then followed by a
series of presentations and greetings as part of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly on June 14 included 3 keynote speakers: Wahleah Johns
(Navajo), Director of the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Indian Energy Policy and
Programs; Pilar Thomas (Pascua Yaqui), Partner for Quarles & Brady LLP; and Sam
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Schimmel (Siberian Yupik & Kenaitze), Georgetown University JD Candidate. Gary
Morishima (Quinault) also gave a presentation on tribal energy, which led into a panel
discussion on tribal energy sovereignty. The morning General Assembly provided a
foundation for the rest of the Summit and shared how interconnected energy is with
tribal sovereignty, policy, climate resilience, environment and natural resources,
community health, and innovation.

After lunch, the afternoon consisted of eight concurrent sessions on the following topics:
Energy Planning/Resilience, Grid Resilience, Electrification/Energy Efficiency, Offshore
Wind Development, and Project Success Stories. During these concurrent sessions,
there were a total of 26 different presentations (see attached agenda in appendix B).

On the morning of June 15, General Assembly included two keynote speakers: Casey
Sixkiller (Cherokee), Region 10 Director of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency;
and Robert Blake (Standing Rock Sioux), Executive Director of Native Sun Community
Power Development. Additionally, two panel discussions were held titled “Balancing
Clean Energy Goals with Potential Unintended Consequences” and “Maximizing
Benefits from Energy Development in Indian Country with the Inflation Reduction Act”.
Concurrent Sessions included topics such as creative funding solutions, workforce
development, emerging clean energy technologies, project siting, electrification and
energy efficiency, energy markets/procurement, state specific opportunities for Oregon
and Washington, and project success stories. The Summit was closed with a talking
circle where attendees offered closing words, which was followed by members of the
planning committee, and a closing prayer. In the weeks following the Summit, most
presenters gave permission for their slides to be shared on the ATNI Energy Summit
page to allow attendees to review them again. Some presenters also felt comfortable
leaving their contact information within the slides for attendees to have access to.

Demographics of Attendees

“Attendee(s)” consists of all registrants of the Summit, some of whom may have also
attended the Workshop. Based on attendee voluntary response during ticket purchase,
a total of 75 Tribes and Indigenous communities were represented by tribal leaders,
tribal staff, and staff of the Summit (see appendix A for full list). A total of 167 attendees
(42.0%) were tribal citizens.

The attendee organizational affiliations in the professional sector consisted of 28.8%
tribal; 18.4% from federal, state, or local government; 14.0% from corporations; 2.5%
from foundations; and 36.0% chose “Other” to describe their affiliation (Figure 1).
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Fig. 1 - Percentage of Attendees belonging to a particular professional sector.

Another demographic collected was what state of origin attendees were traveling from
to attend the events (Figure 2). The four states with the most attendees were
Washington, Oregon, California, and Idaho, all of which are associated with ATNI
Member Tribes and are closest to the location of the Summit (Figure 3). There was one
recorded attendee who was traveling internationally from Alberta, Canada.

Fig. 2 - Heat map of the United States colored to represent the state of each Attendee’s origin.
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Fig. 3 - Bar graph showing the number of Attendees traveling from their home state to attend the Summit.

Sponsorship Information

ATNI had a total of 32 sponsors for the Summit. Sponsorship funds were received from
twelve partner-level sponsors, ten green-level sponsors, four bronze-level sponsors, two
silver-level sponsors, and three gold-level sponsors (Figure 4).

Fig. 4 - A pie chart showing the varying sponsorship levels for the Summit.
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Scholarships

The total spent on scholarships is $59,400. With a total of 40 scholarship recipients, an
average of $1,485 was spent on each. Lodging consisted of 25% of costs, ground
transport was 17%, airfare 24%, and registration 34% (Figure 5). A breakdown of total
scholarships provided includes:

○ Registration Costs: $20,400
○ Lodging Costs: $14,910
○ Airfare Costs: $14,009
○ Ground Transportation Costs: $10,081
○ Scholarship recipients came from Alaska, Washington, Oregon,

Wisconsin, Florida, New Mexico, California, Arizona, and Calgary Alberta
Canada

Fig. 5 - A pie chart showing the breakdown of scholarship funds for different components associated with
the Summit.

Summit Planning Team
○ Chas Jones, Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians
○ Tami Trahant, Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians
○ Donald Williams, From the Light Consulting, LLC.
○ Maggie Tallmadge, Navajo Power
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○ David Petrie, Ocean Winds Senior Advisor
○ Reuben Martinez, Univ. of Washington

Summary of Feedback Shared by Attendees

During the wrap up on Thursday, we received overwhelmingly positive feedback from
those that chose to share. One shared consensus was for a longer Summit with less
concurrent sessions and more breaks to allow folks to see more of the presentations in
the afternoon and have the time to digest them. One attendee shared that they: “I
wanted to attend all afternoon workshops but could not clone myself 3 more times”.
They also shared that they were thankful for the presenters’ slides being shared after
the Summit so that they could see some of the content they missed in person.

The following is a capture from the Tribal Climate Change Project Monthly Call chat box
after a brief summary of the Summit was given:

○ From Robert Knapp- Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe to Everyone: The ATNI
Clean Energy Summit was wonderful. Fabulous to participate in Tribe's
sharing information as we endeavor towards a just transition to clean
energy. Thank you to Chas, Kylie, and the team!

○ From Eliza Ghitis, NWIFC to Everyone:I agree! It was informative and
inspiring. It was great to hear from excellent speakers from a broad range
of backgrounds and places. Thank you so much, organizers!

○ From Kelsey Morales to Everyone: Yes, absolutely wonderful event. Great
speakers and lots of connections with relevant partners. Also, the food
was amazing! Nice job ATNI team.
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Appendix A: Tribal and Indigenous Community Affiliation of Attendees

● Alutiiq Tribe of Old Harbor
● Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes of Fort Peck
● Blackfeet Nation
● Campo Band of Mission Indians
● Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska
● Cherokee Nation
● Chickasaw Nation
● Chippewa Cree Tribe
● Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
● Coeur d'Alene Tribe
● Colorado River Indian Tribes
● Columbia River Indian Tribes
● Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
● Confederated Tribes & Bands of the Yakama Nation
● Confederated Tribes of Coos Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians
● Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation
● Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde Indian Reservation
● Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
● Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Indian Reservation
● Coquille Indian Tribe
● Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians
● Cowlitz Indian Tribe
● Delaware Tribe of Indians
● Healy Lake Tribe
● Hoh Indian Tribe
● Hoonah Indian Association
● Hoopa Valley Tribe
● Inupiaq
● Jamestown S’klallam Tribe
● Jemez Pueblo
● Kalispel Tribe of Indians
● Kānaka Maoli
● Kenaitze Tribe of Indians
● Klamath Tribes
● Lummi Nation
● Makah Tribe
● Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
● Muscogee Nation
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● Native Village of Kotzebue
● Native Village of Selawik
● Navajo Nation
● Nez Perce Tribe
● Nisqually Indian Tribe
● Nooksack Indian Tribes
● North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
● Osage Nation
● Port Gamble S’klallam Tribe
● Pascua Yaqui Tribe
● Potawatomi Nation
● Puyallup Tribe of Indians
● Quileute Tribe
● Quinault Nation
● Rosebud Sioux Tribe
● Round Valley Indian Tribes
● Samish Indian Nation
● Seldovia Village Tribe
● Shawnee Tribe
● Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
● Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians
● Shinnecock Nation
● Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe
● Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
● Sitka Tribe of Alaska
● Skokomish Indian Tribe
● Spokane Tribe of Indians
● Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians
● Suquamish Tribe
● Swinomish Indian Tribal Community
● Three Affiliated Tribes
● Tulalip Tribes
● Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa
● Twin Hills Village
● Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head/Aquinnah
● Yankton Sioux Tribe
● Zuni Pueblo
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